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WELCOME TO THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 
We’re glad you’ve joined us for worship today! It’s customary in the 
Episcopal Church to observe silence before the service to help create a 
prayerful environment. Before the service, speak to God in the silence of 
your heart. During the service, let God speak to you through Word and 
Sacrament, and after the service, speak with your neighbor! 
 

All you’ll need to follow the liturgy is this service booklet. The congregation 
plays an important role in our worship, and you’re encouraged to take part as 
you are comfortable.  
 

If you’d like to know more about our church, please call us at (662) 323-3483. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to seek Christ and to make Him known in a dynamic place of 
worship and to create a loving and supportive community that shares spiritual 
and physical help with others.  
 

DIOCESAN INCLUSION STATEMENT 
We respect the dignity of all persons, regardless of national origin, race, 
gender, age, or sexual orientation, and welcome and encourage them to fully 
participate in all areas of parish life. 
  



3 

 

A SERVICE OF LIGHT 
 

Introit O Nata Lux D. Byler 
 
The church is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin. All stand.  
Officiant  Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to 
night,” darkness is not dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; 
darkness and light to you are both alike. Psalm 139:10-11  
Let us pray.  
 

Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with 
the brightness of the vesper light; and we implore you of your great mercy 
that, as you enfold us with the radiance of this light, so you would shine into 
our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on 
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus 
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we 
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The candles are now lighted, as are other candles and lamps as may be convenient.  
 

Phos Hilaron Advent psalm tune  

 

O gracious / light, 
pure brightness of the ever-living Father in / heaven, 
O Jesus / Christ,  
Holy and / blessed! 
 

Now as we come to the setting of the / sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper / light, 
we sing your praises, O / God:  
Father, Son, and Holy / Spirit. 
 

You are worthy at all / times  
to be praised by happy / voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of / Life, 
and to be glorified through all the / worlds. 
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The congregation remains standing as the Officiant offers the following prayer. 

The Bidding Prayer 

Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to 
prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the Angels, and in heart and 
mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a manger. 

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of 
God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption 
brought us by his holy Child; and let us look forward to the yearly 
remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill 
over all the earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, 
and especially in this country and within this city. 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time 
remember in his name the poor and the helpless; the hungry and the 
oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the 
aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or 
who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those 
who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that 
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made 
flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in 
the words which Christ himself hath taught us: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
The Officiant concludes 
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of 
everlasting life; and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King 
of Angels bring us all.  Amen. 
 
The people are seated for the interlude and lessons.  
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The First Lesson Genesis 3:1-15 
Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden. 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD 
God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God say, `You shall not eat 
from any tree in the garden'?" The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat 
of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, `You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or 
you shall die.'" But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; for God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil." So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to 
be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made loincloths for themselves. 

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time 
of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD 
God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" He said, "I heard 
the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I 
hid myself." He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 
from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and 
I ate." Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have 
done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate." The LORD 
God said to the serpent, 

"Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among 
all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the 
days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel."  

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

Anthem Jesus Christ the Apple Tree E. Poston 
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The Second Lesson Jeremiah 31:31-34 
A new covenant is promised which will be written in our hearts. 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like 
the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt-- a covenant that they broke, though 
I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 
each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
remember their sin no more. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem In Dulci Jubilo SSA V. T. Courney 
 
The Third Lesson  Isaiah 40:1-11 

God comforts his people and calls on them to prepare for redemption. 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she 
has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins.  

A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be 
revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken." A voice says, "Cry out!" 
And I said, "What shall I cry?" All people are grass, their constancy is like the 
flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of 
the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the 
flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a 
high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the 
cities of Judah, "Here is your God!" See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before 
him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Carol Comfort, Comfort Now My People H 67 
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The Fourth Lesson Baruch 4:36-5:9 
The Scribe Baruch urges the people to look East because salvation is at hand. 

Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is coming to you 
from God. Look, your children are coming, whom you sent away; they are 
coming, gathered from east and west, at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing 
in the glory of God. 

Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on 
forever the beauty of the glory from God. Put on the robe of the 
righteousness that comes from God; put on your head the diadem of the 
glory of the Everlasting; for God will show your splendor everywhere under 
heaven. For God will give you evermore the name, "Righteous Peace, Godly 
Glory." Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look toward the east, and 
see your children gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy One, 
rejoicing that God has remembered them. For they went out from you on 
foot, led away by their enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried 
in glory, as on a royal throne. For God has ordered that every high mountain 
and the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make level 
ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. The woods and 
every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God's command. For God will lead 
Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness that 
come from him. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

Anthem People Look East arr. J. Leavitt 
 

The Fifth Lesson  Isaiah 7:10-15  
God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as “God with us” 

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not 
put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: "Hear then, O house of David! Is 
it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore 
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child 
and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and 
honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good." 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Carol What Child is This H 115 
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The Sixth Lesson  Isaiah 11:1-9 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One. 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He 
shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of 
the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt 
around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall 
live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the 
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and 
the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and 
the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. They will not hurt or 
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Carol Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming H 81 
 

 

The Seventh Lesson  Micah 5:2-4 
The one who is to rule Israel will be born in the village of Bethlehem 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin 
is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the 
time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred 
shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in 
the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
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Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem H 78 
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The Gospel Luke 1:26-56 
The angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed 
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel 
said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name 
him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 
Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said 
to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am 
I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then 
the angel departed from her. In those days Mary set out and went with haste 
to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of 
my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, 
the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that 
there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord." And 
Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, 
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has 
done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who 
fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; 
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought 
down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled 
the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped 
his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he 
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever." And 
Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 

Anthem  A Spotless Rose arr. T. Shelton 
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Let us pray. 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance 
and prepare the way for our salvation:  Give us grace to heed their warnings 
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ 
our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Anthem Veni, Veni Emmanuel M. J. Trotta 
The Blessing 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us 
in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free 
from all sin.   Amen. 
 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love.  Amen. 
 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second 
Advent be rewarded with unending life.   Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you for ever.   Amen. 
 

Closing Carol Come thou long expected Jesus H 66 
 

 
 

The Dismissal 

Postlude  
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